Services for Sunday | 1™ October
8.00am — BCP Holy Communion, St Edburg’s Church, Bicester

9.15am — All Age Communion, St Laurence’s Church, Caversfield

9.15am — Holy Communion, St Peter’s Church, Bucknell

10.30am — Harvest Café Church, St Edburg’s Church, Bicester

10.30am — Emmanuel Church, Bure Place, Bicester

10.30am — Hope Church, EImsbrook, Bicester

4.00pm — Encounter@Kingsmere, St Edburg’s Upper School, Kingsmere

4.00pm — Harvest Festival, St Mary’s Church, Launton **** (Please note there will be NO
Evensong) *¥¥*

Every Wednesday at St Edburg’s Church
10.00am — | 1.00am — Holy Communion followed by refreshments.

The Bereavement Journey

The next Bereavement Journey course will be running soon in Bicester on Tuesday’s
2.00pm — 4.15pm at The Beacon, Wesley Lane, Bicester OX26 6JU. 6, |13, 20 October —
break for half-term — 3, 10,17, 24 November. To book/for info contact the Parish Office
01869 323458 office@stedburgschurch.org.

Quiz Evening

Saturday 10th October at 7.00 for 7.30pm in the church. Join our Events team for
another celebrated St Edburg's Quiz; come on your own and join a team on the night or
come with friends, neighbours etc. All very welcome. Raffle and bar serving beer, wine
etc. and soft drinks. Admission £3, under [8s £1.

Hope Church - Big Launch

On Sunday 25® October 2026 at 10.30am come and celebrate our new home at the
Elmsbrook Community Hub OX27 8FU. Church but relaxed — Something for all ages —
Free bacon and sausage rolls (veggie option available) — Everyone Welcome.

St Edburg’s Church - Charities to Support, 2027

It is time to look at selecting the charities we wish to support for 2027. Members of the
Church can nominate a charity of their choice with the proviso that the charity has a
Christian ethos. The closing date for submissions is the 30th October 2026. Forms can
be found at the welcome table and should be returned to one of the Church wardens.

Volunteer Choir Trainer Required

St Edburg’s PCC seeks a musician to train the choir during weekly practices. For a copy
of the Job specification and for further information, please contact the Parish Office
01869 323458 office@stedburgschurch.org

Office Hours: Monday — Wednesday and Friday - 9am — 3pm
Office@stedburgschurch.org 01869 323458
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Prayer List
For those with long term health problems:
Maria & Anthony Ratsey - Amelia Woodgate - Joyce Rothera - Alan Howling
Colin Duckworth - Joan Brown - Scarlotte Roberts - Hannah Cormack - Wilson Oluoch
Fr John Hudson - Luke Simonds - Karen - Lucy - Lizzie - Karen - Sarah-Jane Douglas
Malcolm Nixon - Faith - Janet Campbell - Barbara Shirley - Daphne Thompson - Jez Sharp
Naomi Bourton - Rev Philip Ball - Maureen Butcher - Carol Hill
Richard Edwards - Phillip Robbins

A year’s mind:
Jordan Phillips — lan Kilshaw — Betty Proctor

Those who have recently passed away:
Ruth Copithorne — John Savin — Diane Samale — Leslie Andrews
Rosemary ‘Jane’ Stokes-Honour - Anthony Reynolds

Those to be Baptised:
Poppie-Louise, Teddie-George and Daisie-Mae Docherty-Burden

Those to be Married:
Andrew McLellan & Hannah Gurnett
stttk
The world: We pray that world leaders would rush towards peace rather than war;
towards compassion and justice rather than saving face. At this time of harvest, we give
thanks for God’s provision but pray that we will use the earth’s resources carefully — that
our spending habits will be kind to the environment and just to all affected by what we buy.

The Local Community: We pray about the proposed site near Piddington for housing
immigrants. We pray for calm heads and wise thoughts. We pray for continuing supplies to
Bicester Food Bank so that all who are needy can be provided for.

The Church: We give heartfelt thanks for all those who were recently baptized and
confirmed in St Edburg’s. We pray that this will be a launching pad for further growth in the
faith and witness in the community.

An uplifting response:
God is good — All the time
All the time — God is good
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4™ October 2026

Collect of the Day

Eternal God,

you crown the year with your goodness

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

First Reading
Deuteronomy 8.7-18

"The LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a
land with flowing streams, with springs and underground
waters welling up in valleys and hills, %a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of
olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread
without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose
stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.
'%You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for
the good land that he has given you.

""Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by
failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his
statutes, which | am commanding you today. '*When you
have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in
them, "*and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and
your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied, '*then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, "*who led you through the great and
terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous
snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint
rock, '®and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your
ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and
in the end to do you good. "Do not say to yourself, ‘My
power and the might of my own hand have gained me this
wealth.’ '®But remember the LORD your God, for it is he
who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm
his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing
today.

Psalm
Psalm 65

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 9.6-15

The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. ’Each of
you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work. *As it is
written,

‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;

his righteousness endures for ever.’

'"He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness. ''You will be enriched in
every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; '*for the rendering of this
ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God. '*Through the
testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to
the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity
of your sharing with them and with all others, '*while they
long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing
grace of God that he has given you. *Thanks be to God for
his indescribable gift!

Gospel
Luke 12.16-30

'Jesus told the people a parable: ‘The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. 7And he thought to himself, “What
should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?” '®*Then
he said, “l will do this: | will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
""And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God
said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being

Harvest Thanksgiving

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?” ?'So it is with those who store up treasures
for themselves but are not rich towards God.’

2He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore | tell you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what
you will wear. ZFor life is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. **Consider the ravens: they neither sow
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the
birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to
your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a
thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? “Consider
the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet | tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one
of these. ®But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! ?And do
not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are
to drink, and do not keep worrying. *°For it is the nations of
the world that strive after all these things, and your Father
knows that you need them.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord of the harvest,
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in
creation
and have shared in the bread and wine of the kingdom:
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you
give us
and make us generous and wise stewards

of the good things we enjoy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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