
 

Services for Sunday 6th September 
8.00am – BCP Holy Communion, St Mary’s Church, Launton 
9.15am – Morning Worship, St Peter’s Church, Bucknell 
10.15am – Childrens’  Church, St Edburg’s Church Hall, Bicester 
10.30am – Emmanuel Church, Bure Place, Bicester 
10.30am – Hope Church, Elmsbrook, Bicester 
11.00am – Family Service, St Mary’s Church, Launton 
3.00pm – Civic Service, St Edburg’s Church, Bicester 
4.00pm – Encounter@Kingsmere, St Edburg’s Upper School, Kingsmere 
 

St Mary’s Church Fayre Cake Stalls, Photography Classes, Arts and Craft 
Competitions, Refreshments, Children’s Games and much more on Saturday 5th 
September 2026 at St Mary’s Church, Launton and the Old Rectory from 2 – 4pm.  
 

Ride and Stride, 12th September 
(1) St Edburg’s Church are looking for volunteers to staff a welcome table in one- or 
two-hour slots between 10.00am and 5.00pm. The sign-up form is available in 
church. If you are interested in taking part as a strider or rider yourself, sponsorship 
forms will also be available in church. Further information email Di Pettifer.  
(2) Robert Bradshaw, regular organist at St Peter's and St Mary's  along with Tom 
Bailey is striding around churches in Oxford this year. His sponsorship is 50:50 
between St Peter's Bucknell/OHCT. There is a paper sponsorship form in St Peter's 
and online here https://www.goodhub.com/go/robertstride2026.   
(3) Chris Frost, Neil Poole, Wendy Foster (and others) at St Mary’s are riding around 
churches in Oxfordshire. Their sponsorship will be split 50:50 between St Mary's 
Launton/OHCT. There is a paper sponsorship form in St Mary's and online 
here https://www.goodhub.com/go/oxfordshire-historic-churches-trust-245001 
 
 

Bicester Foodbank's 20th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service .  On Saturday 26th  
September 2026, at The Methodist Church, Bell Lane, Bicester at 2pm,  Janet Ray and 
Revd Steve Barber would like to invite you and a guest to a short, uplifting service of 
thanksgiving, followed by refreshments and an opportunity to mingle, as we celebrate 
20 years of the Foodbank and everyone who has helped make it possible. Please let 
us know if you are able to attend by email info@bicester.foodbank.org.uk . 
   

Children's Church This operates in the Hall every 1st and 3rd Sunday at St Edburg's 
during the Sung Eucharist. All children between 5 and 11 are welcome. We have fun 
with craft, games and worship. Parents accompanying younger children are also 
welcome to join us. We do need volunteer helpers on a regular or occasional basis. 
Please speak to Alison Birch or Jane Clements for any further information (without 
obligation!). 
 

Volunteer Choir Trainer required from September St Edburg’s PCC seeks a 
musician to train the choir during weekly practices. For a copy of the Job 
specification and for further information, please contact the Parish Office  
01869 323458 office@stedburgschurch.org  

 

 

 
Welcome to the 
Bicester Area Team Ministry 
30th August 2026 
 
We welcome you to our churches today 
Please take this leaflet home with you 
 

Prayer List 
For those with long term health problems: 

Maria & Anthony Ratsey - Amelia Woodgate - Joyce Rothera - Alan Howling 
Colin Duckworth - Joan Brown - Scarlotte Roberts - Hannah Cormack - Wilson Oluoch  

 Fr John Hudson - Luke Simonds - Karen - Lucy - Lizzie - Karen - Sarah-Jane Douglas 
Malcolm Nixon - Faith - Janet Campbell - Barbara Shirley - Daphne Thompson - Jez Sharp  

 Naomi Bourton - Rev Philip Ball - Maureen Butcher - Isabel Balshaw - Carol Hill  
 

 

A year’s mind:  
Cyril Hathaway 

 

 

Recently passed away:  
 Jennifer Keen - Janet Attwood  

 

To be Baptised: 
Chase Middlecoate 

********************************** 
For the World: As we enter the Church of England's Climate Season and following the 
climatic extremes this summer and the consequent impacts such as wildfires all across the 
world, we pray that the leaders of the world will take for urgent actions both to mitigate the 
continuing climate change that affects us all and also to adapt our societies, environment 
and infrastructure to counter the adverse impacts which affect us all.  
  
For the Church: We give thanks that the Deanery now has Team Rectors in all its five 
Benefices and we pray for God's blessing on the Rev Dr Claire Maxim who will be instituted 
as Team Rector of the Shelswell Benefice on Tuesday. We pray too that all other vacancies for 
clergy across the Deanery may be filled, and for the development and growth of lay ministry 
in all its forms. We pray too for sufficient volunteers to fill all the roles necessary to sustain 
and grow the Church in our Deanery and in our own Bicester Benefice. 
  
For the Local Community: At the end of the summer holidays, we pray for all children and 
students as they prepare to begin the new educational year. We pray particularly for all those 
entering school for the first time and moving from primary to secondary schools. We pray too 
for all those who have left school this summer as they move on to the next stage of their lives, 
whether it is university, other tertiary education, apprenticeships or other employment that 
God may bless them and guide them. We pray too for all those who teach and otherwise 
work in the schools, play groups and other forms of education in Bicester and its 
environs. 

St Edburg’s 
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30th August 2026                                 13th Sunday after Trinity Sunday 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, 

who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading 
Jeremiah 15.15–21 

15 O Lord, you know; 

   remember me and visit me, 

   and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance do not take me away; 

   know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 

   and your words became to me a joy 

   and the delight of my heart; 

for I am called by your name, 

   O Lord, God of hosts. 
17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 

   nor did I rejoice; 

under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 

   for you had filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my pain unceasing, 

   my wound incurable, 

   refusing to be healed? 

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 

   like waters that fail. 

19 Therefore, thus says the Lord: 

If you turn back, I will take you back, 

   and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

   you shall serve as my mouth. 

It is they who will turn to you, 

   not you who will turn to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people   a fortified wall of 

bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

   but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

   to save you and deliver you, 

says the Lord. 
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

   and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

Psalm  
26.1–8 

 

1  Give judgement for me, O Lord, 

      for I have walked with integrity; ♦︎ 

   I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

2  Test me, O Lord, and try me; ♦︎ 

   examine my heart and my mind. 

3  For your love is before my eyes; ♦︎ 

   I have walked in your truth. 

4  I have not joined the company of the false, ♦︎ 

   nor consorted with the deceitful. 

5  I hate the gathering of evildoers ♦︎ 

   and I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6  I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, ♦︎ 

   that I may go about your altar, 

7  To make heard the voice of thanksgiving ♦︎ 

   and tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

8  Lord, I love the house of your habitation ♦︎ 

   and the place where your glory abides. 
 

Second Reading 
Romans 12.9–end 

 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 

good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 

another in showing honour. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 

spirit, serve the Lord.12Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 

the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 

who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 

wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 

take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 

all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for 

the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord.’ 20No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for 

by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 

heads.’ 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good. 

 

Gospel  
Matthew 16.21–end 

 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that 

he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! 

This must never happen to you.’ 23But he turned and said to 

Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to 

me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but 

on human things.’ 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world 

but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 

their life? 

27 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the 

glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what 

has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 

here who will not taste death before they see the Son of 

Man coming in his kingdom.’ 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
God our creator, you feed your children with the true 

manna, the living bread from heaven: let this holy food 

sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until we come to 

that place  where hunger and thirst are no more; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 

worldwide. nrsvbibles.org. The Common Worship psalter is © The Archbishops’ Council of the 
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